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Country As An Element of Self-Indetification in The Literary Works of Vladimír Mináč 

Pavel M a t e j o v i č, The Institute of Slovak Literature, Slovak Academy of Sciences, 

                                   Bratislava, Slovakia

   The article deals with a problem of self-identification in the literary works of Vladimír Mináč. It comes out at two concepts of  self-identification – an individual experience and a collective, confessional or national concept while the ambition is to depict it in universal terms.  The literary work of Vladimír Mináč is an illustration of mutual interaction between two poles of self-identification mentioned above. Both of the poles condition each other, overlap and reshuffle depending on contemporary cultural and social context. Both aspects are not in an opposite contrary positions, they complete each other dialectically. Mináč comes with his own version of the “national history” rooted in romantic traditions.  Except of diachronic, rep. historical perspective which is an ideological fundament of Minač´s concept the important distinctive feature is also synchronic perspective represented by the country, Minač builds his all life personal relationship to. In his prosaic and essayistic  works he often turns his attention to her as she means a refuge for him, his solid wall resistant against attacks of the outer world. The country appears in many forms („existential“, „constructional“, „romantic“, „private“), while she also represents a topically-thematic invariant placing over controversy and chaos of  the people’s world. 

The article is inspired by the works of Jan Assman (Kultura a paměť – Culture and Memory), Paul Ricouer (Čas a literárne rozprávanie – The Time and Literary Narration), Oskár Čepan, Rudolf Chmel and Milan Šútovec. The text is a part of a monograph of the literary works of V. Mináč that is focused on the motif of country in his literary works. 

In The Heart of Secret. Mysterious Murder of The Literary Critique– 2nd part

Tomáš H o r v á t h, The Institute of Slovak Literature, Slovak Academy of Sciences, 

                                 Bratislava, Slovakia

The author of the article analyses a classical type of a detective story written by S. S. Van Dine The Greene Murder Case (1928). He uses it as a reference and representative text (as a  “textbook of generic grammar “) indicating all the formulated genre, referring also to generic variations in other texts. The description of the characters already in static characteristic introduces elements of iteration, repeating on the successive axis of the text and they form that way a stabile characterisation of a hero. In the focal narrative sequence of solution there are two types of a motif set  in confrontation: sujet distribution of enigmatic motives without their sense and correct arrangement of motives (their sense in encomia of a secret solution). The detective has to deduce it from enigmaticly distributed data through his own mechanism of judgement. In the Van Dine novel a holistic type of problem shooting operates: one introduced hypothesis explains “in one move” all morphemes of the secret and that is why it is correct. (If whoever else murders except of the right murder, it will not be necessary to let the lights switched on  in all the rooms, the woman, a murder, would not be found in the lit up room shot in front of the mirror just because to be able to shoot herself etc.) We show strategies of the text through which a model reader is deceived to construct incorrect possible world of the own  hypothesis and also to construct an incorrect possible world in the hypothesis excluding a real perpetrator from the list of suspicious persons. As an illustration we use and example from famous Holmes´ solution concerning a dog in the short story Silver Blaze and we model process of  abduction and entymematic inference that produces the resolution: the detective looks up in the cultural encyclopaedia hidden premise (that a guarding dog barks or attacks an invader) and he connects it with actual indicia (the dog did not respond the right way), due to it he brings hypothesis: the dog must know the perpetrator.   

